Episcopal Church

THE CHIMES

April 2015 Readings
April 5 – Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18
April 12 – Easter 2
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31
April 19 – Easter 3
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
April 26 – Easter 4
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
Sunday Schedule
7:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:45 am Childcare, 2nd floor
8:45 am Adult Forum, Bible Study
10 am Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday School, Youth Class
Weekday Worship Schedule
Wednesday Noon Eucharist &
Healing
Friday Noon Requiem Eucharist
the fourth Friday of each month

April 2015

Resurrection Joy
By The Rev. Steven Strane, Interim Rector
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten
Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the
gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate
with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and
forever. Amen.
With the praying of this collect we will begin our fifty-day
celebration of Easter, the Queen of Feasts. The Lenten journey that
began under the sign of an ashen cross will have taken us through the
wilderness and delivered us with joyful hearts to the empty tomb. We
will be united with followers of Jesus around the world in rejoicing and
giving thanks for the gifts of forgiveness and new life that have been
offered to us through the death and resurrection of our Lord.
As our corporate worship is filled with the sights and sounds of
Easter, I hope our hearts will also be overflowing with gratitude for all
that God is doing in our midst at St. James by-the-Sea. The Holy Spirt is
moving among us like a fresh new wind, and signs of renewal and rebirth are enlivening the life we share. The generosity and hard work of
many parishioners have restored our buildings and grounds in such a
wonderful way that many who are searching for a spiritual home
where they can experience God’s love, mercy and power to heal will be
drawn to St. James. This means that even as we give thanks for all that
has been accomplished in the restoration of our physical home, we
must now all turn our attention and energies to the spiritual journey
that each of us began at Baptism. We are a family of faith called to be on
the move, growing in faith, reaching out to the world around us,
sharing our abundant resources to enrich and improve the lives of
others who struggle under so many different kinds of burdens, joining
in prayer and study in order to grow in the knowledge and love of
God.
And in all of this, now is a time for our eyes to be fixed on the
horizon, waiting to see what will happen as God makes all things new
at St. James. Your Vestry and Search Committee are working hard in
continued on page 2
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preparation for the calling of a new rector. As we
await the dawning of this new day it is essential
that we lay aside pride, past hurts and personal
agendas, and that we remain united by love and
prayer in singleness of purpose. This is our high
and holy calling, and if we will commit ourselves to
it St. James will shine like a bright beacon for all the
world to see.
And so, dear friends, let’s raise our voices in
glad Alleluias, and turn our hearts toward God’s
future. Onward, always onward!

2nd:

John August Swanson exhibition, 5p-7p in
the Library
Maundy Thursday Service, 7p

3rd:

John August Swanson exhibition, 9a-11a &
1p-3p in the Library
Good Friday Service, 12noon

4th:

John August Swanson exhibition, 10a –12p
in the Library

5th:

EASTER SUNDAY

6th:

Church offices will be closed

12th:

Birthday Sunday
Lay Ministry Training, 11:15a in the Van
Schaick Room

15th:

Lunch Bunch, 12noon in the Van Schaick
Room

19th:

Jerusalem Wood Crafts, during coffee hour
Adult Forum, 8:45a in the Van Schaick
Room

24th:

Requiem Service, 12noon in the chapel

26th:

Adult Forum, 8:45a in the Van Schaick
Room

Lunch Bunch: April 15th at 12noon
Folkloric Narrative and Meaning in the Hebrew Bible
In response to popular demand, Dr. Stanley Chodorow, an exciting and provocative
speaker, will be returning to the Lunch Bunch in April. He will be discussing the
different ways of telling stories that we find in the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament),
and how these different approaches provide a wealth of meaning.
Join us at noon on Wednesday, April 15 to enjoy a delicious lunch, good company,
and a lively and informative talk. Be sure to put this date on your calendar, and don’t
forget to sign up by 4pm on Monday, April. 13
Dr. Chodorow is Emeritus Professor of History at UCSD, where he also served as Dean of Arts and
Humanities. He has also held significant leadership positions at University of Pennsylvania, as well as in the
California Virtual University, a consortium of schools offering distance learning courses. Widely known as
an exceptional speaker, he still enthralls entering students at UCSD.
Lunch is catered by the Girard Gourmet for $9 so be sure and make a reservation after services or call the
Church office at 858-459-3421.
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VESTRY RETREAT
March 6-8, 2015
By Gary P. Poon
Over the weekend of March 6-8, 2015, the Vestry held a Retreat at Camp Stevens. Situated at an
elevation of 4,000 feet above sea level in the town of Julian, Camp Stevens’s 256 acres of woodlands provided
a serene atmosphere to, in the words of its Vision Statement, “inspire, challenge, and empower personal,
social, and environmental transformation.” With the presence of Jesus Christ amongst us, these powerful
words came to pass.
The Retreat began on Friday evening with dinner and community building. We shared our spiritual
journeys, personal and professional histories, and something about ourselves that would surprise the group.
Some stories were moving and poignant,
while others were funny and amusing.
We closed the evening by holding hands
in a circle and saying Vespers.
The real work began the next day
after Morning Prayer and breakfast.
Will Griffith set the perfect tone for the
day with these cryptic symbols:
XN28DA+, which he explained stood for
“accentuate the positive”—not just for
the Vestry, but for the congregation as a
whole. Instead of dwelling on conflicts,
we want to find opportunities for
fellowship; rather than fearing change,
we would like to envision our future
together.
We discussed the results of the CAT survey, which had broadly measured the vibrancy and attitude of
the congregation. A report of the findings will soon be disseminated. Then we engaged in a lively
brainstorming session, facilitated by Heather Lattimer, on what we think the church’s vision ought to be. In
other words, “What is God calling St. James to do and be?” Using the “world café” style, we set up three
stations, each with its own sub-question: (1) “What are the gifts of the church?” (2) “What do we want to be
known for in the community and the world?” (3) “What models do we want to emulate?” We divided
ourselves into smaller groups and rotated around to each station to discuss these questions.
Lots of great ideas came out in the breakout sessions. Some of the themes that emerged included: (1)
focusing on mission and outreach; (2) providing greater services both within and outside of St. James; (3)
building a strong and inclusive community that is open to different stages of one’s spiritual journey; (4) caring
for, and feeling connected with, one another so that we could grow together in our love of God and our
neighbors; and (5) fostering greater hospitality, fellowship, and communication. We will distill all these ideas
and come up with a joint vision and mission that we will share with the congregation.
After lunch, we continued with various workshops. In a discussion led by Tommy Kuhn, we bounced
around different ideas to help strengthen the church’s financial condition. Laura Lee Skillman then gave a
nuts-and-bolts tutorial on church administration—what to do and who to see to get tasks accomplished.
Finally, Gary Poon gave a presentation on efforts to streamline the committee structure based on their
Continued, page 4
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functionalities—all in the service of parishioners within St. James and others in the community/outside
world.
We broke for the remainder of the afternoon; some went hiking around the camp, while others just
relaxed until dinnertime. Dinner, as with all other meals at Camp Stevens, consisted of vegetables, herbs,
and meats that were organically grown or raised locally. After dinner, we rolled up our sleeves again and set
goals for 2015. They included: (1) developing/refining a vision statement, mission statement, and strategic
plan for St. James; (2) inventorying the strengths, skills, and needs of the congregation; (3) developing a
comprehensive communications plan, both internally and externally; (4) organizing several new social
gatherings and fellowships to allow for greater spiritual growth; and (5) expanding our outreach to
newcomers, visitors, and other non-parishioners.
To cap off a most productive day, Father Steven and Mother Eleanor led a deeply moving candlelight
service to commission and celebrate the ministry of each and every member of the Vestry. Then, it was time
to roast marshmallows, eat s’mores, and share stories around the campfire.
On Sunday morning, we celebrated the Eucharist, keeping in our hearts, minds, and souls the Vestry
members who were not able to join us at the Retreat and our fellow parishioners who had celebrated, or were
about to celebrate, the Eucharist back at St. James. The homily consisted of personal reflections on the Retreat
by each Vestry member and clergy. Apropos to Camp Stevens’s Vision Statement, there were testimonies of
inspiration, renewal, and transformation.
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
Grant that all members of your holy church, in their vocation and ministry, may truly and devoutly serve you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Closing Prayer at the Commissioning & Celebration of the Vestry Members’ Ministry

St. James Music Series’ 2014-2015 Season Finale
They’re back! Grammy Award-winning Chanticleer is a cappella
singing at its best. This is your chance to rejoice in the magic and majesty
of the human voice. Audiences and critics worldwide have been
delighted by this brilliant chorus of 12 illustrious male voices. Chanticleer
will present their program entitled The Gypsy in My Soul. Through the
breadth and variety of music which is the hallmark of Chanticleer, they
will explore the irresistible urge to perpetual wandering, literal and
spiritual, profound and also lighthearted. “Chanticleer is America’s pride
and joy” (Classics Today). 4PM Sunday, May 10.

Heads-Up: They’re Back… The La Jolla ½ Marathon returns on April 26th
The La Jolla ½ Marathon returns on April 26th, which means parking around St. James will be
scarce. Please give yourselves a little extra time for parking. In addition to the usual bank parking,
additional parking will be available in the underground lot at The Bishop’s School (entry only via the
La Jolla Boulevard entrance). Pedestrian gates will be open for easier departure and entry to campus
and the parking structure. A special thank you to Steve Townsend for facilitating this!
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Upcoming Diocesan Events
Ministries

Episcopal Community Services offers a broad
range of social services addressing homelessness,
mental illness, early childhood education and
development, and substance abuse education. Each
day, thousands of children and adults are served by
programs offering hope, dignity and independence.
“Water to Wine – Making Miracles at ECS”, ECS’
annual fundraiser will be held on April 25th at the
McMillin Event Center at Liberty Station. Tickets
can be purchased online at www.ecscalifornia.org.
Donations of any amount are much appreciated and
help ECS in its mission of “serving God by serving
those in need”.

All Souls’ Hosting an Ecumenical Prayer
Service for Christians in Iraq, Syria, and Egypt
On Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00pm come pray
for fellow Christians in the Middle East.
th

MediCal Enrollment at St. John’s
in Indio, CA— March 28th
from 10a-3p
Diocesan Service Coalition—
April 11th from 10a-2p at St.
Bart’s in Poway
Understanding “The Golden
Rule” - April 26th from 3:30p5:30p at the Central Library
Auditorium
San Diego Symphony performs
“Defiant Requiem”- May 7th
at 7:30p at Symphony Hall
RefugeeNet’s 5th Annual
Amazing Journey
fundraiser—May 9th from 6p9p at the Hall of Champions in
Balboa Park
SAVE THE DATE—July 17th will
be Episcopal Night with the
Padres—game time will be
7:10p
For more information, please visit
www.sjbts.org

All Souls' Episcopal Church
1475 Catalina Boulevard
San Diego, CA

Religion & Geopolitical Program – May 3rd
Please join the Church and the World Committee after the second service on May 3rd for
a presentation by guest speaker, Mark Arabo, a leading spokesperson for Ending the
Genocide in Iraq and Syria. Mr. Arabo will speak to the urgency of the situation in Iraq
and neighboring Syria, and will provide insights into how we may be able to help our
fellow Christians in the part of the world where Christianity was born.
Please join your fellow parishioners in the Van Schaick Room for this fascinating
discussion, with a light lunch served. Sign up at the coffee café after church or call the
office to reserve your space so we can plan for food and hospitality.
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February Vestry Minutes Recap
by Pam Bandyk, Clerk
The Rev. Steven Strane opened the Feb. 24, 2014
Vestry meeting with prayer. Rector’s Warden Laura
Lee Skillman presided. The minutes of the Jan. 13th
meeting were approved as amended. John Norris
reported on the duties of the property manager at
the Cuvier Club. John Norris reviewed the
improvements currently being made in the Van
Schaick Room. Lisa Johnston gave an update on
Search Committee activities followed by Will
Griffith’s comments on the CAT survey.
The upcoming John August Swanson Lenten
Exhibit was explained by Midge Coburn. Progress
has been made, as reported by Gary Poon, in
bylaws revisions and in streamlining the committee
structure. Laura Lee Skillman discussed the
Personnel Task Force. The Rev. Eleanor Ellsworth’s
report focused on the Church and the World
committee. Eleanor announced the Mary Kay
Chandler Pantry food distribution program. Lisa
Corbin presented a resolution on behalf of the
Health Ministries Outreach Committee to transfer
funds from the Smith Fund to Scripps Memorial
Hospital for indigent medical care. The resolution
passed unanimously.
Chancellor Steve Treadgold explained a court
petition regarding the San Diego Hospice
Foundation and its relation to a fund transferred by
the Church in 2007.
The Chancellor advised taking no action in
respect of the petition and a resolution accepting
that recommendation was carried unanimously.
The People’s Rector Maryl Weightman thanked
Lisa Corbin for the warm hospitality shown at the
reception for Janet Wheelock. Interim Rector
Steven Strane announced a reception for departing
Youth Minister Amy Lajiness. The Interim Rector
discussed a recent robbery at St. Michael’s,
Carlsbad.
The 2015 officers were approved by resolution
naming Stephen Treadgold Chancellor, Pamela
Bandyk Clerk, Chris Christopher Treasurer, and

Lisa Johnston Assistant Secretary. A resolution to
approve signatory authority of the Interim Rector,
Rector’s Warden, People’s Warden and Assistant
Secretary was passed unanimously. The signatory
authority of subsidiary accounts for Music and
Pastoral Needs was approved.
New Business included the notification of a
Leadership Academy for Vestry members,
discussion of the Vestry retreat, and the unanimous
passage by resolution of a dissolved church
foundation. White Elephant Sale proceeds were
announced and tentative dates considered. The
meeting began at 5:30 p.m. and was closed with
prayer at 7:25 p.m.

Update from our Rector’s Warden
A Personnel Task Force was formed last Fall
and is making great headway! The members
include:
Laura Lee Skillman, Chair and Vestry Liaison
Heather Lattimer, Vestry Liaison
Linda Scarpa
Alison Lee
Debbie Tesch
We are currently reviewing and editing our
draft of a new Personnel Policy Manual. It is very
detailed and includes information that will ensure
we are compliant with local, state and federal
employment laws.
We are also updating job descriptions for
current positions and formulating them for
positions needed to allow us to operate most
efficiently, to the extent that our current budget will
allow. We are excited about formalizing the
Human Resource aspects of St. James.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do
not hesitate to contact me @
lauralee.skillman@gmail.com
~ Laura Lee Skillman
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30 Hour Famine Event brings together
St. James Youth to fight hunger
By Amy Lajiness, Pastor for Youth Ministry
On February 27th and 28th, eight St. James Youth participated in a 30 hour fast to benefit those living in poverty
and hunger around the world. On Friday night and all day Saturday, we were together at St. James: learning about
hunger and global needs, playing games, and exploring our faith. For the eight youth who participated (including four
who were new to the 30 Hour Famine), this was an experience they’ll never forget! The funds raised will go to World
Vision’s programs, which provide health care, education, and sustainable food sources for the underprivileged children
and their families.
The 30 Hour Famine is an international event, with hundreds of thousands of students participating each year
(usually during the same two weekends) as a response to the needs of the poor and the global food crisis. The 30 Hour
Famine program combines education, fundraising, and fellowship in a unique way that allows youth right here in La
Jolla to understand what it might be like to be a youth growing up in poverty in countries near and far.
Students began fasting at 12:30 pm on Friday. At 6:00 pm, we met in the church youth room to start our time
together. That evening, we learned more about hunger through an interactive role-playing game called “TRIBE:
Ethiopia.” Students were assigned identities – a name, gender, country, and oftentimes, a disability or obstacle such as
malnutrition. Though TRIBE is a highlight for our youth due to it being extremely fun, its primary purpose is to allow
them to understand challenging situations faced by our brothers and sisters around the world. For example, during the
“Egg Defense” portion of TRIBE, we learned about poverty, economic opportunity, and microlending. After discussing
these issues, the students engaged in competitive game meant to simulate the challenges and rewards of starting a small
business. Each of the three “tribes” received 10 faux birr (the currency of Ethiopia), which they used to purchase
materials to build a contraption to protect an egg. They engaged in a series of tasks meant to test the hardiness of their
egg protector. Despite one broken egg, we laughed, we competed, and we came a little closer to understanding the
issues faced by those who have the opportunity to start a small business with the hopes of emerging from poverty.
We also spent time on a service project for those in need within our own parish. Youth hand-crafted
personalized encouragement and get-well cards for St. James parishioners. Finally, we broke our fast at 6:30 pm on
Saturday night with a delicious chicken lemongrass
soup that we prepared for ourselves and focaccia
bread baked by Rebecca Williamson (now a yearly
tradition!)
In learning about the difficult situations faced by
millions of children and their families, our youth
became more grateful for their own well-being and
inspired to do more to help those in need. The youth
also left the event feeling more empowered to do
good, and eager to bring friends to join in for next
year’s 30 Hour Famine. The youth of St. James
deserve to be commended for their commitment to
helping others and willingness to go without food for
30 hours – not easy for teenagers! We hope to
continue participating in the 30 Hour Famine in the
coming years.
Special thanks go out to my husband, James Lajiness,
who helped me supervise the youth for several hours, and to parents Ann Bushey and Rebecca Williamson, who came
in to ensure that there were two adults present at all times! All parents and parishioners deserve a big thank you for
supporting the youth financially, emotionally, and prayerfully as we undertook this endeavor.
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Adult Forum

Upcoming Meetings

April 5 & 12

No Adult Forum

April 19

The Rev. Rebecca McClain,
“C.A.T.” Consultant, to discuss
the St. James C.A.T. Survey
results

April 26

Eastertide Parish Brunch

May 3

“Faith Matters”

4th: Flower Guild, 8a, Church
7th: Landscape Comm, 3:30p, Library
8th: Church & the World, 3:45p, Library
Health Ministries Outreach Comm,
5:30p, Library
14th: Buildings & Grounds Comm, 4:30p
Van Schaick Room
19th: Daughters of the King, 11:15a,
Library
20th: Finance Comm, 8a, Van Schaick Rm
22nd: House Comm, 9a, Library
28th: Vestry Meeting, 5:30p in the Van
Schaick Room

Charities Sought
Do you know of a worthy local, national or
international charity? The Women of St. James are
seeking qualified recipients for the $52,000 raised by
the recent White Elephant Sale. To receive a Grant
Application, contact Lisa Corbin at 858-352-6007 or
at corbinmorris@yahoo.com. You also may
download applications by going to www.sjbts.org/
white-elephant-grants.html.

Calling all Daughters!
Sunday, April 19 at 11:30 in the
library for our regular meeting.
Lunch catered by Girard Gourmet.

Report Misconduct
As part of our ongoing commitment to creating a safe haven for everyone, our diocese trains people in the prevention of misconduct and encourages all to report misconduct. All reported incidences are taken seriously and investigated thoroughly and confidentially. If you believe you have experienced misconduct of any kind, please contact
Mr. John Seitman, jseitman@pacbell.net, 858-793-4555 or the Rev. Janet Wheelock, janubojou@gmail.com,
952-240-8067.
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SEARCH COMMITTEE LIGHT
Comments and suggestions from the parish are posted:
Jeanette Holden has created a bulletin board of highlights
from our three group meetings with parishioners at the
church, displayed in the courtyard on Sunday and in the Van
Schaick room during the week. The full 13 page compilation is
on the bulletin board in the broad hallway near the choir
entrance double doors.
CAT Survey results have been incorporated into the developing Ministry Profile (Rector j ob
description) and Parish Profile (description of who we are and who we want to be). We hope to have these
documents completed and job posted by the time you read this.
Search Bookmarks in pews. A nice creation by Jane Beck. Take one!
Next Steps: We have a goal of closing the “Accepting Applications” window approximately June 30,
with interviews of candidates to begin shortly thereafter.

How you can help now:
1. Website and Facebook: The new website is off to a great start, and we have an established Facebook
page as well. these sites are living and changing creations, and we want them to be as attractive
and interesting as possible to a Rector candidate. This will actually be one of our main activities
during the next few weeks. Please give us any of the following:
a. Photos
b. Videos
c. Leads on other church websites you like
d. General ideas for improving content of website.
e. Ideas for improving layout and graphic design of website
f. Ideas for making navigation of the website easier, or keeping something we already have-what
works or doesn't work for you? Did you have trouble finding something?
2. Ideas for Rector candidates. Do you know, or have you heard of, someone at another parish we
should look at? (Will be kept strictly confidential)
3. Ideas for churches that work well. Ideally, these would be Episcopal Churches, but other
denominations have lessons for us as well. Please pass on what interests you-others will likely be interested
too. So far, we have: All Saints in Pasadena, St.Thomas in
Medina, WA, St. Johns in Ross, CA. I am sure there are
dozens more. It could just be one particular program that
would be inspiring for us.
Thanks to all. It's a parish-wide effort here!
Lee Wagner
Communications Chair, Search Committee
Leewagner2@gmail.com
or via St. James office 858-459-3421
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Children’s Ministry

way. Thus Lemonade 4 Lent!

By Gabrielle Strickler

And what a success it was! Most of our families
signed up to help work the lemonade stand, bake
goodies, and some of our kids even went out and
invited people to join us at the Lemonade stand
during coffee hour. Everyone truly “offered up”
their time, talent, and treasure and we were able to
make a difference in a meaningful way.

Dear Ones,
Today I sit here with March coming to a close
and April just about to begin. In a few days it will
be Palm Sunday and we are coming to the end of
our Lenten season and moving on to that glorious
day of resurrection, Easter.
As a child Lent was this heavy time of giving
something like chocolate, soda or ice cream, up for
six weeks. A time to feel guilty for not being able
to really give it up and always knowing I was
going to cheat no matter what I promised at the
beginning of Lent. It always bothered me this
“giving up”. In my young mind Jesus never gave
up. I knew He gave his life on the cross but, to
me, that was an offering up not a giving up. Even
now it still is, to me, an offering up. So as I
planned what our children would do this year for
Lent I thought about how they could “offer up”,
rather than “give up”. I came to the conclusion
that maybe instead of the little miter boxes this
year we could get the children involved with their
church family in a bigger and more meaningful

Our original goal was to purchase 1 clean water
system for Episcopal Relief and Development. Not
only did we reach our goal but we earned enough
for 2 water systems and a goat.
I think for me Lent will now always be a time of
joy in “offering up” what I have in order to make a
difference. A time to reflect on what has been done
and what has been left undone, and a time for
Lemonade!
Peace be with you,
Miss Gabby
P.S.

for more information on Episcopal Relief
& Development go to
http://www.episcopalrelief.org
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Advertise in The Chimes!
This publication is mailed to almost 700 homes each
month—and also viewed online. Call to set up your
account at (858) 459-3421, ext. 110.
Thanks to the folks who are participating, and to
you for telling others about this opportunity. The
advertising supports the printing and mailing costs of
The Chimes. Please keep these vendors in mind when
you need these services!

Blending East with
West
DalyBodyWork Therapy
Exhale...Pain, Stress Release
Anne Daly, #19283, Lic. Cert. Massage Therapist

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
San Diego, CA
Permit No. 2686

www.stjamesbythesea.org
Episcopal Church

Share a Sacred Lenten Experience, featuring the art of John August Swanson
Approximately 18 of Mr.
Swanson’s work depicting the
time of Lent will be shown. The
exhibit is designed for quiet
reflection and contemplation in the
season of Lent.
While the main purpose of this
exhibit is quiet reflection and
contemplation, Mr. Swanson is
donating 20% of any sales to be
shared by Casa Cornelia and the St
James Visual Arts Fund.
Entry into the City, by John August Swanson

Exhibition Days and Times
March 21, 22, 28, 29

10am—3pm

April 3—Good Friday

9am—11am
1pm—3pm

April 2—Maundy Thursday

5pm—7pm

April 4—Holy Saturday

10am—12pm

