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I. The Gospel as the Great Unveiler 
During Girard’s studies as an agnostic, he read the Bible expecting the find further confirmation of 
Christianity as yet one more myth to verify his thesis. However….he was shocked to find that the Bible, and 
particularly the life of Jesus in the Gospels, is strikingly different from all other myths How?  It alone tells 
the story from the point of view of the victim(s) and not the victor. Instead of covering up the secrets and 
violence, it EXPOSES it and condemns it and calls for a very different understanding of God and our role 
as the people of God.  

 

II. Myth vs. the Bible  
While the Bible does contain myth, the arc of the narrative in Scripture is in opposition to traditional 
mythology: instead of perpetuating the silence about our hidden violence/scapegoating, it reveals it.  
Ironically the Bible has parallels with other myths and it has in common some of the same sacred 
rites/underpinnings, but these are overshadowed by its distinctiveness as the “unveiler” of things 
hidden – The Bible turns myths upside down and inside out.   

 

III. Girard’s View of the Bible (See John 11:45-53) 
The fullest revelation is found in Christ where we see the one true God urging us to reject our idols 
and live in truth by becoming aware of our rivalrous desires and scapegoating violence in order to be 
set free from them. We learn that God is infinitely loving and beyond all violence, as evidenced on 
the cross. THIS becomes our model. 
 

IV. Girardian Interpretations of Scriptural Texts  

Scripture reveals both mimetic desire and the scapegoating mechanism at work and exposes it. God 

calls God’s people out of this trap and into freedom and reconciliation with God and our neighbors 

by embracing peace and love as demonstrated throughout the Bible and most fully in Jesus Christ.  

 

Examples in the Old Testament include the stories of the Fall, Cain & Abel, Joseph & his brothers, 

Abraham and Isaac, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah, and Job. Scriptures supporting this alternative 

understanding of God include texts from the psalmist and prophets including:   

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you 

have not required.... -- Psalms 40:6 

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. -- Hosea 6:6I 
 

V. Jesus’ Teachings 

Girard sees in Jesus’ teaching the call to escape the violent scapegoating mechanism and non-violent 

peacemaking as God’s will for humanity. 

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.  If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him 

have your cloak also.  And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.” -Jesus 

-note that these actions EXPOSE the evil, not excuse them, in order to give the perpetrator the opportunity for self 

knowledge and the chance to change 

Other examples: The Parable of the Lost Sheep, prayers for enemies, forgiveness of others “seventy times 

seven,” the cleansing of the temple, the healing of the Gerasene demoniac, etc. 


