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September 2015 Readings
September 6—Pentecost 15
Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-10, 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

And They’re Off!
By The Rev. Steven Strane, Interim Rector

September 13—Pentecost 16
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-8
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

I’m sure it’s a sign of my age that I find myself asking, “Where did
the summer go?” But the reality is that it’s gone, poof! If it wasn’t a
relaxing time of respite for you, I hope it provided, at the least, some
opportunities for re-creation.

September 20—Pentecost 17
Wisdom 1:16-2:1, 12-22
or Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Now the time has come for the launching of a new program year at
St. James by-the-Sea. Sunday School classes are about to begin for
children and teens, an array of adult formation offerings will be
available, the choristers will resume their weeknight rehearsals, and
there will be a heightened flurry of activity generated by the fall
Stewardship Program. Additionally this year, there is growing
anticipation as we await the calling and arrival of a new rector. Things
are happening!

September 27—Pentecost 18
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50
Sunday Schedule
7:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:45 am Childcare, 2nd floor
8:45 am Adult Forum, Bible Study
10 am Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday School, Youth Class
Weekday Worship Schedule
Wednesday Noon Eucharist &
Healing
Friday Noon Requiem Eucharist
the fourth Friday of each month

All of these new beginnings are intentional. It’s not program for
program’s sake. Everything that takes place within this parish
community is offered to help inform and shape us as followers of Jesus.
It’s not about creating an appealing smorgasbord, it’s not about
entertainment, it’s not about staying busy. It’s about discipleship and
growing in faith.
As we begin this new year at St. James I urge you to pause for a
moment to consider your involvement here. Is your participation in our
shared life just one option on a long list of possibilities? Is your
presence motivated by a sense of connection and commitment? My
prayer for each of us is that we can answer that first question with a
firm, “No,” that we can honestly say that worship, service, celebration
and education are at the center of our lives, and that everything else we
do radiates from those core activities. And in response to the second
question, I hope we can all say, “Yes,” that we feel like stakeholders or
owners, and that we are genuinely committed to the health and vitality
of our spiritual home.
continued on page 2
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In order to create, strengthen and sustain those affirmative responses, I invite you to plug in. Decide right
now to sign on for something you are not currently doing. The beginning of this new program year is an ideal
time to explore a new way of being involved. There are so many ways you can help strengthen and enrich the
life we share. There is truly something for everyone. As you consider what you might do, remember this: it’s
not about taking a turn, doing a job or meeting an obligation. Yes, many hands do make light work, and a
burden shared is a burden lightened; yes, there are a variety of tasks that need to be completed; yes, each of
us has an obligation to contribute for the benefit of this community. But beneath those mundane realities is
the greater truth that our involvement is all about our individual growth and fulfillment. That’s God’s
economy! We stretch, we grow; we give, we win. What a deal!
So, here’s to all that is beginning at St. James. It’s going to be a great year. Don’t miss out. Claim a place
at the heart of the life of this remarkable place. I can assure you, you won’t regret it.
Onward, always onward!

REMINDER:

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
6th:

Birthday Sunday
Adult Forum; 8:45am, Van Schaick Rm

7th:
8th:

Labor Day—Church offices closed
Women’s Dinner Group, 6pm, Van
Schaick Room
Adult Forum; 8:45am, Van Schaick Rm
Inreach/Outreach Roundtable; 11:30am,
Van Schaick Room
Lunch Bunch; 12pm, Van Schaick Rm
Ecumenical Concert & BBQ; 2:30,
La Jolla Presbyterian & Prince Chapel
AME Church
Homecoming Sunday
Adult Forum; 8:45am, Van Schaick Rm
Bridge Club; 1:30pm, Van Schaick Rm
Adult Forum; 8:45am, Van Schaick Rm
Church & the World w/ Phil Roeder;
5pm, Van Schaick Rm & Courtyard

13th:

16th:
19th:

20th:
21st:
27th:

The church offices will be closed on
Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.

Upcoming Meetings
7th: Search Committee; 7pm (Library)
8th: Buildings & Grounds Committee; 4:30pm
(Van Schaick Room)
th
9 : Church & the World Committee; 3:45pm
(Library)
Health Ministries Outreach Committee;
5:30pm (Library)
th
12 : Visual Arts Committee; 8:30am (Library)
14th: Search Committee; 7pm (Library)
15th: DOK Potluck & Meeting; 5pm (Van Schaick
Room)
21st: Finance Committee; 8:30am (Van Schaick
Room)
Search Committee; 7pm (Library)
22nd: Vestry Meeting; 5:30pm (Van Schaick Room)
23rd: House Committee; 9am (Library)
26th: Visual Arts Committee; 8:30am (Library)
28th: Search Committee; 7pm (Library)
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ADULT EDUCATION

“Beginnings”
Reading and Understanding
the Torah as Christians
Sunday Adult Forums
8:45 – 9:45 a.m.
The Van Schaick Room
September 13th—October 11th
Join us for a series of Sunday Morning Forums with Dr.
David Moseley during this season of “New Beginnings.”
Properly contextualizing and truly understanding the
Gospels and the rest of the Christian Scriptures is challenge
enough for 21st Century Christians, alienated from the
turmoil and complexity of the social, political and religious
life that constituted the world of Jesus of Nazareth and
Paul of Tarsus in the 1st Century C.E. But that challenge is
multiplied when we delve into the Hebrew Scriptures – the
sacred literature of Judaism that forms what Christians call
the “Old Testament.” And the most challenging part of the
Hebrew Bible is the To rah, the first five books of Moses,
which mix creation and flood stories in with pre-historical
sagas of ancestral patriarchs, and historical narratives of
enslavement and emancipation.
Coinciding with the High Holy Days that form the
“beginning” of the Jewish year, these Sunday Morning
Forums in September and October will explore topics that
include:
 The complicated history of the Ancient Middle East,
the “cradle of civilization”
 Examining w ho wrote the Torah, ho w it was written,
and w hen it was written
 How do we distinguish between “fact” & “fiction”,
between “history” & “myth”?
 Exploring the theological & anthropological meanings
of these narratives
 Does the vocabulary of “Old Testament” suggest
Judaism is “outdated” and has been “superseded” by
Christianity?
Throughout, we will keep in mind that these are the
sacred texts – the “Bible” – of Jesus of Nazareth…who was
born, lived, taught and died as a Jew.
Classes will be multi-media, involving slideshow
presentations, maps, photos, diagrams and movie
clip. Detailed handouts will be provided.
Our teacher will be David Moseley, Ph.D., who is Director of
Global Education and teaches Religious Studies & Philosophy at
The Bishop’s School, La Jolla. Dr. Moseley holds undergraduate

and graduate Degrees in Law, Theology and Philosophy from
Oxford University; and a Doctorate in Theology from Cambridge
University. Dr. Moseley taught theology and biblical studies at
the University of San Diego for 16 years; he is the Theologian-inResidence at St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in San Diego; a
member of the faculty of the San Diego Diocesan School for
Ministry; he has led trips to the “Holy Land”; and teaches adult
education classes throughout the county.

Conspire 2015
by Pam Bandyk
Richard Rohr is a Franciscan
priest and founder of the Center for
Action and Contemplation in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. His
talks on DVD have been the subject
of several adult forums at St. James
and I have been a long-time
subscriber to his daily mediations at cac.org. “Conspire
2015”, held this July in Albuquerque, explored what Fr.
Rohr refers to as an “alternative orthodoxy.” I joined
eleven hundred pilgrims at the three-day conference at the
Hotel Albuquerque.
Father Richard is known for his controversial stands on
theological issues. The underlying theme behind Rohr’s
books and lectures is transformation by using sacred texts
and spiritual practices to lead people into new places with
God, with life, and with themselves. Rohr’s gift is
clarifying and making theological concepts accessible.
Here are some quotes from Father Richard that I noted:
“Pray, as long as it gets you to ‘Yes’.”
“An authentic God experience lets you know that you
don’t know.”
“Religion’s function is to get you to act in accordance
with your natural hardware.”
“God works through foundational openness and
receptivity.”
“Life is not a matter of creating a special name for
ourselves, but of uncovering the name we have
always had.”
“Until we learn to love others as ourselves, it’s difficult
to blame broken people who desperately try to affirm
themselves when no one else will.”
Three additional speakers enhanced the conference
experience for me. Timothy Shriver, Chair of the Special
Olympics, asked us to complete the statement “I was fully
alive when….” to identify qualities and obstacles to living
continued on page 4
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ADULT EDUCATION (cont.)

Continued from Page 3
fully alive. He shared Kennedy family history and how
his Aunt Rosemary’s disability inspired the family’s
approach to service. The purpose of service is to heal
yourself as you heal others. Richard Rohr added that for
transformation, you have to love at least one person at the
bottom.
Sister Simone Campbell, SSS, attorney and political
activist, known for her “Nuns on the Bus” activities, was
a firecracker! And very funny! Daily meditation helps
her to see beyond her own view with its cultural biases.
Sister Simone observed that we are a nation obsessed
with security. She urged us to fight for a vision where all
are welcome and to be the love that welcomes all in. A
comment about the enormity of the task came from the
audience. Sister Simone replied, “You only need to do
one part. Find out what is yours to do. “ See Sister
Simone take on Steven Colbert at thecolbertreport.cc.com.
Mirabai Starr is a Professor of Philosophy and World
Religions at University of New Mexico-Taos. Mirabai’s
lecture about her “interspiritual path” touched on a wide
variety of spiritual practices and writers. I was able to
take away her recommendation for a simple daily
“contemplative sit”—without words, without images,
thoughts or plans-- to just be in God’s presence.
The conference closed with a Eucharist open to all.
Individuals approached a table that spanned the width of
the hotel ballroom and exchanged sacraments face-toface.
Was it touchy-feely? A few times we were asked to
interact and share “heartfelt” experiences with others.
There was chanting that I stumbled through. Timothy
Shriver’s anecdotes about participants in Special
Olympics brought us all to tears. Locking eyes with a
stranger and saying “The Christ in me sees the Christ in
you” quickly broke down barriers. I recommend that
you consider attending a Center for Action and
Contemplation event or subscribe to a live-streamed
webcast. If you have any questions, contact me at
pambandyk@gmail.com.

Celsus
Library
in Turkey

Trips
to the Holy Land
and Greece &
Turkey
Summer 2016
Have you ever wanted to walk where Jesus walked,
to visit the land sacred to three great faiths, the cradle of
Christianity? Or visit the places where Christianity was
born, in the footsteps of St. Paul? Following a wellreceived trip to the Holy Land in June 2015 with a group
of 38, Dr. David Moseley is planning two trips for next
summer: a second trip to the Holy Land (Israel, Palestine
and Jordan); and a trip to Greece & Turkey. The itinerary
for the Holy Land trip includes Galilee, Nazareth,
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the Dead Sea, Amman and
Petra. In Greece & Turkey, we plan to visit Istanbul,
Troy, Ephesus, Athens, Corinth, Thessaloniki, Olympus
and Delphi, as well as a short cruise through the Greek
Islands.
Dr. Moseley teaches Religious Studies at The Bishop's
School in La Jolla; was an adjunct faculty member in the
Department of Theology at the University of San Diego
for 17 years; is a founding faculty member of the
Diocesan School for Ministry; and serves as Theologian-in
-Residence at St. Paul's Cathedral. He has taught many
adult education classes in parishes throughout the San
Diego Diocese. As well as leading the trips and working
alongside local guides, David will also teach a series of
ten 2-hour evening classes in Spring 2016 for trip
participants about the history, geography and culture of
the places we'll be visiting, as well as exploring the
biblical narratives of the Gospels and Pauline Christianity
– which will all be documented and illustrated in a
detailed trip book provided to all travelers.
The trips will be organized in partnership with
George’s International Tours (www.georgesintl.com), a
family-owned international tour operator which has
handled thousands of successful trips to the Holy Land
and throughout the world since their founding in 1931,
and is one of the leaders in the Christian group travel
market. Estimated cost for the two-week itinerary
(including flights, 4-star accommodations, breakfast &
dinner, and local transport), plus pre-departure classes, is
approximately $4,500-$5,000 per person. There will be an
information meeting scheduled for late September/early
October. If this is something you're interested in, please
e-mail David at jsmoseley@aim.com.
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Our Stories:
Seeking your Involvement
by The Rev. Eleanor Ellsworth
We, at St. James, are beginning
a Story Project. If you are
drawn to being part of the
group to develop this project,
contact me please. We will
begin with a pilot project
focusing upon interviewing a
small number of parishioners
about their lives and life at St.
James.
The pilot project consists of a
small task force to organize the
project and execute the first of
what is hoped to become an on-going process of
recording the lives of our people here at St. James.
The La Jolla Historical Society has been helpful in
providing guidelines which we will emulate. We are
fortunate to have the expertise and interest of the LJHS in
this project.
Please let me know as soon as you are able if you
have experience in carrying out oral history projects and
would be willing to lend your expertise. Also, we are
developing a list of persons to be interviewed during the
pilot phase of the project. Please feel free to make
recommendations! We wish to interview some longstanding parishioners as well as those who may be newer
to our community.

The Continuing Quest
for Origins of
St. James’ Art
The treasure hunt and fact
finding mission, started in June
by the Visual Arts Committee,
continue!! Please join in to help
identify some of the wonderful
original art you see throughout
St. James.
This month, information on
the beautiful wooden carving on
the Madonna and Child, a gift
from beloved parishioner Maria
Sayles, is sought. The work is
located in the Baptismal niche in
the church, near the West rear
doorway.
If you have any data on this inspirational piece,
please contact Cindy Trowbridge (858.334.8478 or
cintrow@earthlinklnet).
Plans are to record information on this work, as well
as all other art at St. James, on the church website, creating an electronic archive for present and future review
and enjoyment.

The Daughters of the King start off the
new church year with their first
Potluck Dinner & Meeting on
Tuesday, September 15th at 5:30pm in
the Van Schaick Room.
“Prayer is the key of the morning and the
bolt of the evening.”
Mahatma Gandhi

Storage Space Sought!

(Pictured above are Carole Kloss (née Mullen), Fr. Marner
and Cathy, Carole’s sister, in choir vestments by the Mite Box
Cross taken in the mid 1950’s. Carole and her husband Gene
recently returned to St. James to have a blessing on their 55th
Wedding Anniversary)

The Women of St. James
are seeking garage space
or any other
accommodations where
they can store White
Elephant donations until
February. If you can help,
contact Lisa Corbin at 858
-352-6007 or corbinmorris@yahoo.com.
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Readers (or Lectors as they are sometimes called) read
the lessons while Intercessors read the Prayers of the
People. Each person generally reads one of two passages
from Holy Scripture, typically one from the Old Testament
This month’s
and one from the New Testament. They also lead the
continuing Volunteer
congregation in reciting the appointed psalm.
Recognition series
“It takes time and study to read the lessons with
focuses on the
understanding and expression,” says Midge. “Our readers
Liturgical Ministries at
spend time getting to know the time and context of the
St. James. This broad
passages, and this has helped them grow in their spiritual
category includes
life.”
Eucharistic Ministers
Marcia and Midge make up liturgical ministry
Bob & Midge Coburn
(also known as Chalice
schedules every three months. They also assist clergy in
Bearers), Readers and Intercessors. These unpaid, nontraining sessions two or three times a year.
ordained volunteers play a vital role in helping clergy
Anyone who feels called to this ministry can contact
cultivate an environment in which worship is celebrated
Marcia for the 7:30 service (mhostonbarra@san.rr.com) or
with reverence and awe.
Midge for the 10 am service (mcoburn2@gmail.com).
Those who are called to God’s service as Eucharistic
Ministers assist the clergy in administering the sacraments
Verger:
of Holy Communion -- the consecrated bread and wine.
They offer wafers and wine to congregants saying, “the
Marshal of Processions
blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.”
“At the 7:30 service, the
The position of verger
Eucharistic Ministers light and
dates back to twelfth century
extinguish the altar candles,
England, where men holding
carry the cross during the
that position did everything
processions, provide the
from take care of church
offertory plates and carry the
buildings and furnishings to
Gospel book,” says Marcia
dig graves for parish
Hoston-Barra, who schedules
members. The title came from
and organizes those who serve
the rod the verger carried,
Bill Purves
at the 7:30 service.
known as a virge, which was
At the 10 o’clock service, the
used to push back
Acolytes light the candles, receive the offering and carry
overzealous congregants,
the cross while the Eucharistic Ministers assist with serving ward off animals and even discipline unruly choristers.
the Holy Sacrament. Midge Coburn organizes Eucharistic
Today’s vergers still carry the rod but their duties are
Ministers and Readers at the 10 am service.
mainly to assist the clergy in the conduct and
“Serving as a Eucharistic Minister is often the highlight
coordination of worship, especially in the marshaling of
of my week,” says Midge. “I feel invisible as a person, as
processions. These lay ministers can relieve the clergy of
my purpose is to serve the cup to people who seem so
the burden of liturgical detail.
close to God. I love being a small part of that, as do the
At St. James, our loyal verger is Tyler Tesch, who acts
other Eucharistic Ministers.”
as Master of Ceremonies by directing the rest of the lay
Another component of the
ministry during the church service. He also reads the
liturgical ministries are the
lessons and prayers if someone is not there at the last
Readers and Intercessors.
moment.
(Acolytes and Crucifers will be

Liturgical Ministries
Carries Out Christ’s Work

Pat & Charleen Boyl

covered in a story next month.)
At our 7:30 service, a majority
of the liturgical ministers serve
Communion and do the
reading. At the 10 am service,
the jobs are split.

“Tyler serves at St. James almost every Sunday and
keeps us organized,” says Midge Coburn, who organizes
the liturgical ministries for the 10 o’clock service. “He is
very faithful in his ministry and we appreciate him very
much.”
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Interfaith Celebration

7:30 Service
Eucharistic Ministers

Readers/Intercessors

Marcia Hoston-Barra
Charleen Boyl
Leigh Hartman
Thomas Kuhn
Judith Ray
Michael Wood
Carroll Young

Marcia Hoston-Barra
Patrick Boyl
Hudson Drake
Leigh Hartman
Thomas Kuhn
Judith Ray
Michael Wood

10:00 Service
Eucharistic Ministers

Readers/Intercessors

Chris Christopher
Sloan Christopher
Marjorie Coburn
Robert Coburn
William Comer
Ann Craig
Sarah Davis
Charles Dick
Pat Franco
Katherine Gordon
Harleigh Johnston
Lisa Johnston
John Kosky
Paula McColl
Jan Parsons
Bruce Ray
Peter Seymour
Sherry Seymour
Fran Tessmer
Nan Thomas
Cindy Trowbridge

Anne Gray Bubb
Jane Coursin
Anne Daly
George Damoose
Pete Davis
Martha Ehringer
Philip Fickling
Christopher Fluharty
Polly Fluharty
William Fluharty
Clare Friedman
William Griffith
Donna Koziol
Craig Lee
Chris McKellar
William Purves
David Robertson
Carole Scott
Peter Seymour
Debbie Tesch
Fran Tessmer
Rebecca Williamson
Patricia Yuengling

September 19th
St. James by-the-Sea has been
invited to participate in an
interfaith concert and BBQ on Saturday, September
19. This event is being planned by Chuck Norris,
Pastor of Prince Chapel AME Church, and Paul
Cunningham, Senior Pastor at La Jolla Presbyterian
Church, to bring members of different faith
communities together to get to know one another
and to share fellowship.
The afternoon will begin at 2:30 pm with a
concert at La Jolla Presbyterian Church, and continue
with a BBQ at Prince Chapel AME Church. Pastor
Norris hopes the BBQ will include friendly
competition with teams from different congregations
joining in the fun and offering up their favorite
specialties. How about it? Do we have any
grillmasters out there who would like to take up the
challenge?
This is a wonderful opportunity to “expand the
tent” and get to know some of our neighbors. Let’s
have a good turnout from our parish family to show
that we welcome occasions when we can build
relationships and express our unity as people of
faith.
Saturday, September 19
2:30 pm – Concert, La Jolla Presbyterian Church,
7715 Draper Avenue
BBQ – Prince Chapel AME Church, 7517 Cuvier
Street (part of the Bishop’s School complex)

HOMECOMING SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 20th
Let’s Kick Off
the New Church Year Right—
With a PARTY!
Festivities after the 10am Service.
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May-June-July Summary of Vestry Action
by Pam Bandyk, Clerk
All Vestry meetings begin and end with prayer.
May 26, 2015

 Discussed the Visual Arts Committee icon exhibit in October.
 Approved the appointment of a St. James Hall lease negotiating team composed of John Norris, Laura Lee Skillman,
Steve Strane, Maryl Weightman and Property Manager Chip Crandall.

 Discussed Vestry members’ assignments (established at the Vestry Retreat) and accomplishments.
 Scheduled a special meeting to discuss amendments to the bylaws and restructuring of committees.
June 23, 2015

 Approved the distribution of $63,894 in funds from the 2015 White Elephant Sale.
 Recommended a contractual agreement with the La Jolla Woman’s Club as the venue for the 2016 White Elephant
Sale.

 Approved a change to the charter of the Finance Committee to provide for a maximum of six members.
 Approved the allocation of $1400 for cleaning and sealing courtyard tiles.
 Approved a Health Ministries Outreach Committee motion electing James Nesbitt to serve a three-year term.
 Received and approved the 2014 Parochial Report.
July 28, 2015

 Received documents to review in preparation for the special meeting to amend the bylaws and restructure
committees.

 Approved allocating $16,000 from the Wolterstorff Fund for restoration of two upper stained glass windows.
 Adopted a theme and goal for the 2015-16 stewardship campaign.
 Reviewed the results of the Parish Needs Survey.
 Discussed a draft job description for a part-time Director of Youth Ministries.
 Approved the Landscape Committee’s expenditure of $11,000 to purchase furniture for the courtyard and a plan to
sell the concrete courtyard furniture.

A Shout-Out of THANK YOU to our
friends on Staff at Casa de Mañana,
who offered their cleaning and
repairing services to St. James “free of
charge” as part of their community
outreach program.
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What will your legacy be?

SEARCH COMMITTEE LIGHT

Our life in Christ at St. James would not
be what it is today without the foresight
and generosity of those who came before
us. Our recent exterior renovation is but
one example of a project funded almost
completely from an end of life gift. Have
you included the church in your estate
plan or will?
If this is a topic that interests you, please join us at our
upcoming Area Three Re gio nal Planned Giving Event at
All Souls' on Saturday, October 17th.
We are called to contemplate how we might offer a
legacy of gratitude to the sacred presence of God in our
lives. We may further the critically important work of the
church in our community if we consider how our treasure
might sustain our Houses of God beyond the span of our
earthly journey.
At our upcoming Planned Giving Gathering at All
Souls', we will learn about making a legacy bequest to our
respective parishes and congregations. We will hear
testimony on the importance of legacy giving to sustain the
church, discuss options with experts and share ideas for
starting a Planned Giving Society at our own parishes.
And of course, abundant hospitality and joyful fellowship
will call us to conclude our gathering with a festive
luncheon.
Topics to be covered include:
 Why legacy giving to our church is a natural extension

The search committee has been at a quieter level of
activity over the last 3 weeks, constrained by summer
vacations of many of the people we need to hear
from. The committee itself is not on vacation, and is
eager and ready to move forward as rapidly as we can
when additional information reaches us.

Almighty God, we ask you and thank you for your
continued presence as we seek a Rector dedicated to
leading St. James by-the-Sea. Please guide the members of
the Search Committee. We ask that you bless them with
your grace, patience, wisdom, perseverance, courage and
humility to discern your will for this congregation. May
your Holy Spirit strengthen them to hear your voice and
to listen to, love, and respect one another. In the name of
your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.

of our annual church pledging

 Why legacy giving to our church is vital for our church
to expand programs and facilities

 How legacy giving can provide lifetime income
streams, and still benefit our church

 Why legacy giving can be a joy, rather than a threat, to
our heirs
Our Area Three Planned Giving Gathering will be held
at 10:30 AM at All Souls' Episcopal Church, located at 1475
Catalina Blvd., Point Loma. Hosts will include the Rev.
Joe Dirbas along with All Souls' Stewardship Committee
and Vestry members. St. Peter's Church in Del Mar and
Good Samaritan Church in University City have graciously
offered to cater our festive luncheon.
Organizers are hoping each Area 3 congregation will
send a team of ten people to this event. Please call the
parish office if you plan to attend.
On behalf of Bishop Mathes and the Diocesan Planned
Giving Support Committee, we look forward to seeing you
on Saturday, October 17th.

MISS CHURCH ON SUNDAY?
DON’T WAIT TILL THE NEXT SUNDAY TO
ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN!
You can catch up on sermons that you missed
by simply going to our website sermon page:
http://www.sjbts.org/sermons.html.
There you will find both an archive to which
you can listen, as well as a pdf that you can read
online or print out.
Those are generally posted on the Monday
following, if available.
Also, you will find a topical lead in and link to
the sermons as a regular feature to our weekly
EBlast.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Icon Art and Taizé
Music in October
Religious icons – images of
holy men and women or scenes
-- are often described as
windows into heaven because
of their ability to draw
observers into the divine
presence of God. Beginning in
the sixth century, church
leaders used icons to share the
Word of God with followers –
most of whom could not read. Modern religious icons
continue to inspire the faithful and, in that tradition, St.
James soon will feature the works of The Rev. Paige Blair, a
nationally known iconographer.
The Icon Art Show will run for two weekends, Oct. 911 and Oct. 17-18, in the library. The iconographer, who is
the rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Del Mar, will
greet guests at 5:30 pm on opening night, Oct. 9, and on
Oct. 11 & 18 to discuss her
works and answer
questions. On the
Saturdays and Sundays
the show will run from 10
am to 3 pm. Original icons
and posters will be offered
for sale, with 10 percent of
the proceeds going to
charity.
“Although they are often seen as works of art, the
purpose of icons is not for us to look at them but instead to
pray through them,” says Blair, whose work is regularly
featured in the Episcopal Church’s national publication of
daily meditations. “An icon invites us into a sacred reality
beyond the image itself.”
At 5 pm on the final
day of the show, Oct. 18, St.
James will feature a Taizé
Music Service in which
simple phrases from the
Bible will be repeated and
sung in canon. The service,
arranged by Steven
Townsend, pastor for
music ministries at St.
James, will be held in the
church’s courtyard.

Taizé music originated in an ecumenical monastic
order in Burgundy, France in 1940. It features repetition
that is intended to aid meditation and prayer.
“Taizé music is simple, beautiful and uplifting,” says
Midge Coburn, chair of the St. James Visual Arts
Committee (VAC). “Combining the music with the icons
should make for a meaningful and spiritual evening.”
The Icon Art Show and the Taizé Music Service are
being sponsored by the VAC and the Daughters of the
King, a lay religious order for women. Both events will be
open to the public and free, with the exception of the
Opening Night reception, which will be $25 per person
with advance purchase or $30 at the door.
For more information or tickets to the opening night,
go to www.sjbts.org or call the church office at 858-4593421.

Feast of St. Francis—October 4th
All things
bright and
beautiful,
all
creatures
great and
small….
St. Francis of Assisi preaching to the birds, Giotto (1295-1300)

Join us for a big St. Francis Day
celebration on Oct. 4th with a “come one
come all” Blessing of the Animals at the
10am service. All two AND four legged
creatures are welcome!
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Art Show Participants Sought

Donations Open for Christmas Bazaar

The Visual Arts Committee (VAC) will once again be
hosting the St. Nicholas Art Show December 5-6 in the
church library and on the patio. The show, which will
coincide with the La Jolla Christmas Parade and the White
Elephant Christmas Bazaar, is expected to draw hundreds
of spectators.

Preparations are being made by the Women of St.
James to stage another Christmas Bazaar, Dec. 5-6, on the
church patio. The event, which will be held in conjunction
with the St. Nicholas Art Show, will feature new and
gently used Christmas decorations, holiday dishware,
festive clothing and toys. Proceeds will go to the White
Elephant fund.

“This show was a great success last year and offered
artists in the parish a chance to exhibit and sell their
works,” says Midge Coburn, VAC chair. “It was fun to
work with White Elephant to provide a festive weekend
for the parish and the community.”

“We hope to build on our success of last year’s bazaar
and offer an even wider inventory of holiday
merchandise,” says Lisa Corbin, who is chairing the event.
“So now is the time to identify all the Christmas items you
can no longer use and donate them to the sale.”

All handmade art media will be accepted for the
show, including painting, sculpture, photography,
New to the sale this year will be a Children’s Corner
printmaking, graphic design, woodworking and various
featuring everything from toys and dollhouses to board
arts & crafts. Spaces measuring 10’ x 10’ will be rented out games and tricycles. Donated items need to be clean and
for $50 for two days.
in good working order, with no missing parts.
For more information and a registration form, contact
Polly Fluharty at 858-459-5377 or pfluharty@gmail.com.

Lunch Bunch is back...

La Jolla “Hot Topics”

with

Your Christmas-themed donations for the bazaar may
be dropped off in the Van Schaick Room from 10 am to
noon every Sunday, or by appointment. Anyone
interested in setting up the bazaar, working the sale or
baking treats should contact Lisa at
corbinmorris@yahoo.com or call 858-352-6007.

** SAVE THE DATE **
Saturday, September 19, 2015
5th Annual Step & Support SDBTF

NTC Park/Liberty Station

Joe LaCava
Come hear this community leader in-the-know
on issues that effect us all. September 16, at
12noon in the Van Schaick Room. A catered
lunch with be provided by
Girard Gourmet for $9.
Please sign up at coffee hour
or in the church office.

Come support St. James member and usher
Skip Shank and his family, as they support this
fun run to help cure brain cancer. For more
information, go to: www.sdbtf.org.
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OUTREACH

Ministries

ECS Life Celebration – September 18th

Operating under its mission of serving God by serving those in need through programs that foster hope,
dignity and independence, ECS empowers vulnerable and struggling individuals and families by providing vital,
high-quality social services that encourage healthy interdependence.
Each month, a different parish in the diocese provides a pot luck lunch at the Friend to Friend (F2F) Clubhouse on El
Cajon Blvd to help ECS clients celebrate significant milestones; birthdays, new jobs, reconciliation with loved ones,
securing permanent housing after being homeless, sobriety anniversaries, as well as other important accomplishments in
their journey to recovery. Once again this year, the Church and the World Committee will provide a healthy meal to
approximately 40 people on behalf of our entire congregation. These luncheons nourish bodies and empower spirits.
Last year, a guest tearfully exclaimed that he could feel the love that Charleen Boyl put into her homemade brownies.
The last time he had a homemade brownie, it was made by his grandmother when he was a little boy…and memories of
a happier time in his life came flooding back with each bite.
To donate or help deliver food, or to make a financial contribution to provide food, please contact Rewa:
rewacolettesoltan@gmail.com or 858.457.5759.

Where Does Russian
Go From Here?
September 27

The Church and
the
the World Committee
continues its well-received Religion and Geopolitical
Program with an in-depth look at the history and recent
developments in Russia, as Dr. Philip Roeder’s
presentation explores possible directions for Russian
domestic politics and foreign policies under Vladimir
Putin and his successors. Please sign up at the Coffee
Café after either service, or call the church office as this
event will fill up quickly and space is limited!

No Child Should
Go to Bed Hungry!
Many thanks to Heather
Smith from St. Mark’s for her
Forum after the second service on
August 23rd, which brought us up
to date on the impact that’s made on a daily basis as we
continue supporting the Pantry Food Distribution Program
in City Heights. Kay Scavulli stewards this important
project by delivering your weekly gifts of food to our
brothers and sisters in need on a regular basis.
There is presently a desperate need for these basics (in
this order): Beans (cans or bags), Cereal/Oatmeal, Soup
(Progresso)/Chili, Peanut Butter, Rice (brown preferred),
Canned Tuna/Chicken, Canned Vegetables (low salt),
Canned Fruit (in juice, not syrup), Pasta/Sauce, Dried Nuts
& Fruit.
Let’s fill those baskets on the altar each Sunday so that
they overflow; every can or bag makes a difference!

OUTREACH
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A note of thanks...

A Smiling Sailor Opens a Care Package Made Possible by
Your Smartphone!

Remember that used cell phone you donated to Operation Gratitude?
Well, our troops certainly do.
With the proceeds just from all of the cell phones that were donated in the last five years, Operation Gratitude sent
15,788 Care Packages. This is a direct result of the Cell Phone Recycling Program!
Each Care Package contains over 25 items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, chapstick, tissues and wipes.
The packages also include books, DVDs, magazines, snacks and more. We hear back from the troops every day that
they greatly appreciate these treats from home; but what they talk about the most are the ‘thank you’ letters from volunteers and children around the United States.
As we celebrate sending 15,788 Care Packages through the Cell Phone Recycling Program, we invite you to write a
letter today to one of our troops. It takes just a minute to let them know you are thinking about them. [Send a letter
online here. Our volunteers will print out your message and place it in a Care Package going out next month.]
If you have any more cell phone or smartphones hanging around your home or office and want to turn them into Care
Packages for our troops, check out the program [again here]. We would also love you to tell your friends and family
about our efforts and encourage them to participate too. Every donated phone can pay the shipping cost of about 10
Care Packages.
While we may not remember what happens to our phones after we upgrade them every few years, our troops will forever remember the Care Packages they received because you donated your phones to the Cell Phone Recycling Program.
Thank you for your support!
Fondly,

Carolyn Blashek
Founder, Operation Gratitude
www.operationgratitude.com

Keep those
donations coming—
they really DO make
a difference! And
Thank You!

Page 14

Exciting Autumn Activities Planned
Response to requests
for ideas for new activities
at St. James has been
overwhelming and an
exciting agenda is planned
for the autumn. The
objective is to bring
together parishioners in
various capacities to have
fun and make new
friendships through
socially and spiritually
rewarding activities.
Events for the fall include:

RUNNING
Aloha Run/Walk 5K, Sunday, Sept. 13, 7:30 am
Tecolote Shores Park, Mission Bay. All ages welcome.
Polynesian after-party featuring surf bands and hula
dancers. Runners in Christ are friends forever! Adults:
$40, children under 12: $30. Contact Lisa Corbin at
corbinmorris@yahoo.com.
GOLF
St. James Tournament, Saturday, Oct. 10, 9 am
Riverwalk Golf Club in Mission Valley. Spend a
morning on the greens with fellow parishioners then
head back to the clubhouse for lunch at the Sunset
Grill. Greens fees $75 for San Diego residents. Contact
James Esler at jesler@ft.newyorklife.com.
CYCLING

SCRABBLE
Tuesdays, 10 am-noon. Library (Starting Sept. 22)
Sharpen your vocabulary, spelling and
anagramming skills with a weekly game of Scrabble
with church friends. Free. Contact Joan Glatthorn at
blndesq@san.rr.com.
BRIDGE

Coronado Island Tour, Saturday, Oct. 17, 9 am
Meet at church and convoy to Coronado’s Bikes &
Beyond to rent beach cruisers and begin a relaxed, two
-hour tour followed by lunch at Miguelita’s, across
from the Hotel Del. Participants allowed to bring
personal bikes, if preferred. All ages welcome. Cost:
$14 for bike rental and lunch independently. Contact
Lisa Corbin at corbinmorris@yahoo.com.

Mondays, 2-5 pm. VS Room
Seeking low-intermediate players but higher-level
players would be welcome, as well as those from
outside St. James. American Standard Bidding
conventions. Organizational meeting at 2 pm on
Sept. 21. Free. Contact George Damoose at
gdamoose22@gmail.com.
KNITTING
Mondays, 5:30-7:30 pm. VS Room (Starting Sept. 21)

BEACH FUN
Clean-up Day, Ocean Beach, Sunday, Oct. 11, noon
Help St. James team up with All Souls in Pt. Loma for
the Diocesan Day of Service. After church we will
carpool to Life Guard Tower #5, where we’ll have a
picnic then do our part for the environment. All ages
welcome. Garbage bags and gloves provided but bring
your own lunch and beach gear for fun afterwards.
Contact Lisa Corbin at corbinmorris@yahoo.com.

Join the “Keep America Warm” knitting group and
Coming in January…..
turn your leftover yarn into an afghan for the
homeless. Contact Barbara Alcorn at balcorn@me.com.
WHALE WATCHING
FOOD
Sunday, Jan. 24, 11:30 am
Calling all Foodies! Join us for a year-long culinary
Carpool after church to Navy Pier, where we’ll have
tour of San Diego, sampling delicious cuisine and
a bag lunch before setting off on a 3.5-hour narrated
exploring neighborhoods once a month. We’ll carpool
cruise to see California gray whales in the wild. Ages
or Uber to destinations featuring everything from
4-12: $24 each, 13 and up: $40. Contact: Heather
farm-to-table to tacos & tequila. Our first foray will be
Lattimer, hlattimer@sandiego.edu.
on Saturday, Sept. 26 at 6 pm to Kettner Exchange in
Little Italy. Limit 12 people. Diners will be responsible
If you have any ideas for future social activities for St.
for individual checks. Contact Chris Christopher at
James parishioners (weekly, monthly, or one-off events),
cchristopher@dardenbrothers.com.
contact Lisa Corbin at the above address.

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
San Diego, CA
Permit No. 2686

www.stjamesbythesea.org
Episcopal Church

At St. James by-the-Sea we
welcome and care for all
people at every stage of
their spiritual journey, and
we seek to create
opportunities for faith in
God to be discovered,
renewed and put into
action.

“Seeking the Truth”
with VBS 2015
at St. James by-the-Sea

