
The Rev’d Dr. Mark Hargreaves 

Dear Parishioners of St James, 
 
I am absolutely delighted to accept the call to be the new Rector of St James. 
My wife, Laura, and I are looking forward to joining with you in January. 
 
As you may know, I am currently the Vicar of a church in Notting Hill, London. 
If you’ve seen the film “Notting Hill”, then you’ll have seen my church which 
features prominently. Some of you may have visited the Portobello Road 
Market which is in the parish. 
 
Despite the fact that I’m English, I know Southern California well. Laura was 
born and raised in Anaheim, where my mother-in-law still lives. She went to 
USC before crossing the pond. We met and married in Cambridge (England, 
not Mass.) whilst we were both studying there. We’ve been coming to 
California most summers since then. In fact, a year or two ago we had a 
lovely holiday in La Jolla as we swapped our house with a couple who lived 
in The Village. We have two children, Jacob is a Freshman at Northeastern 
University in Boston and Miriam has just graduated from Oxford University 
and is looking to establish a career in mediation.  
 
It has been a wonderful experience to return to La Jolla in recent weeks and 
to get to know the church better. I have been aware of the vacancy at St 
James for nearly a year. The process for appointing a new Rector is 
extremely thorough, and, in some ways, rather arduous – but it has been 
worth the wait! 
 
The conviction that St James was the right place for me has grown and 
deepened over the course of that year. My sense of call crystallized during 
the four days I spent at St James recently when I met with the vestry. During 
that time I sensed the call of the Holy Spirit deep in my spirit. It has been my 
prayer that I would be led to a place where my gifts and experience could be 
put to good use and I recognise St James as that place.  
 
I was delighted to meet with the vestry and search committee. I appreciated 
all they did to get to know me and they showed me great kindness and 
courtesy throughout the whole process. They were all extremely helpful and 
considerate and made me feel most welcome.  
 
I also enjoyed meeting with Steven Strane and the staff team. They have done 
a great job during the time of transition and I am particularly grateful for 
Steven’s wise and sensitive leadership. I feel that he has done much to 
prepare for my arrival. 
 
I feel privileged to be called as Rector of a church with such a wonderful 
tradition and look forward to working with you to write the next chapter in 
the distinguished history of St James by-the-Sea. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 


