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The challenge
The parishioners of St. James by‐the‐Sea hope to call a new rector who will join us,
guide us, and empower us in achieving our aspirations for the parish and in addressing its many
challenges for the future:

Worship. We aspire to remain a home for Christians who find spiritual fulfillment in tradition‐
al Anglican worship and intellectually challenging sermons. We also recognize that our parish
must offer a broader variety of worship for an increasingly diverse community.

Growth. We aspire to grow by reaching out to the young and old. We nurture a dream to re‐
create a vibrant congregation of many families and young children. We know, however, that
our immediate community from which we are most likely to draw is older today and that fami‐
lies in our neighborhood are often smaller and much busier than in the past.

Inclusion. We aspire to be a more welcoming and inclusive congregation that opens its doors
to every newcomer seeking to be embraced by the love of Christ. Nevertheless, we recognize
that we can sometimes be inward‐looking and slow to include newcomers.

Participation. We aspire to be a parish that includes all our members in discussions, deci‐
sions, and activities that shape our way forward. We aspire to create a community of many
groups speaking to the varied interests of our members. We have learned, however, that too
many of our members feel excluded from conversations, decisions, and parish life. As the re‐
cent survey of parishioners highlighted, St. James “is a community longing for deeper engage‐
ment, more intimate relationships, more transparency in leadership, . . . and more intentional
ways of being shaped and formed as Christian people called to a life of offering and sacrifice in
the world.”

Civility. We aspire to maintain a civil dialogue in which diverse voices feel secure in expressing
their views, respected, and comfortable with the ways that we manage disagreements and con‐
flict. Still, we have long known that our very spirited dialogue and sometimes heated disagree‐
ments can alienate many from our parish.

Succor. We aspire to serve our larger community, as Christ showed us, by offering comfort to
the suffering, support to the needy, and spiritual guidance to those seeking God’s message. We
sense a hunger among many of our members for new avenues for direct, hands‐on involvement
with those in need. Yet, our location, demographics, and talents may require us to find innova‐
tive new ways to serve.

We seek a new rector who will guide us as we search for solutions to these challenges so
that St. James will realize the potential that God has given us and in ways that fulfill the mission
to which Christ and the Holy Spirit continue to call us.
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Who we are
We are a congregation of around 1100 baptized members. Average Sunday attendance is 267,
with up to a quarter regularly attending the early service and most attending the late morning
service. Attendance at Easter services often exceeds eight hundred. In 2014 there were 239
pledging households. Ours is an older, well‐educated congregation. Over half of the respond‐
ents to our parish survey were over 65; over half had completed a graduate degree beyond the
bachelor’s. Although we are older and highly educated, we believe that we are still educable
and still can learn new tricks.

How we worship
Throughout the year we hold two Sunday worship services. The 7:30 am liturgy is a spoken Eu‐
charist using Rite I. The 10:00 am liturgy is a choral Eucharist using Rite II. While incense is rare,
our forms of worship regularly involve chanted prayer, a Verger, the Great Litany, sanctus bells,
the choral presentation of key portions from the liturgy, and other characteristics of Anglican‐
ism, which causes some to characterize our worship as “high church lite.”
Our worship at 10:00 am is enhanced by
what one parishioner described as “sub‐
limely beautiful” music. Our forty‐member
SATB (soprano‐alto‐tenor‐bass) choir, with
paid section leaders, is led by our extraordi‐
narily talented choir director, who has been
with St. James for over two decades. The
church regularly welcomes visiting instru‐
mentalists to enhance our worship.
A weekly noon‐time Eucharistic service, monthly Requiem, and monthly Evensong (from fall
through spring) complement the regularly scheduled worship.
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Where we worship
In 1907 a small group of Episcopalians, who had been gathering for worship in Wisteria Cottage,
broke ground on the mission church of St. James by‐the‐Sea. The congregation quickly outgrew
the original church structure and replaced this with the current beautiful Spanish colonial
church, designed by the noted architect Louis John Gill. This was dedicated in 1930. Over the
years the Church has been enhanced by stained glass windows along the nave and clerestory. A
recent major renovation completed original plans for the church interior, installed a new tile
roof, restored the exterior, and enhanced the church grounds as a space for spiritual uplift.

In the chancel the focus is the high altar above which hangs a carved redwood Christus Rex that
represents our soaring hopes for a future in which we faithfully follow Christ. The sixty‐rank
Austin pipe organ sits in the chancel with its 3481 individual pipes lining the upper walls of the
chancel and the rear of the nave. Alongside the chancel is the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
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Ministries
How we guide our children and youth
The Children’s Ministries serve thirty‐five
enrolled families. Throughout the year, with
an average of nineteen children participat‐
ing each week, Sunday School “strives to
provide an environment that honors and
develops the child’s innate ability to con‐
nect with their Creator.” Programs and
events include:
•Godly Play;
•Vacation Bible School; and
•special annual events such as a Saint Nich‐
olas celebration, Christmas Pageant,
Christmas Eve children’s service, Home‐
coming Sunday, Mardi Gras celebration,
Lenten collection for Episcopal Relief and
Development, and an Easter Egg hunt.

The Youth of St. James program’s weekly
attendance varies between five and twelve.
Using the “Echo the Story” curriculum, the
Youth program offers “young people the
freedom and support to ask their deepest
questions and journey toward a deeper
faith in God.” Youth Program activities in‐
clude:
•occasional week‐long service trips in part‐
nership with other parishes (including
work visits to the Dorcas House foster
home in Tijuana and to the Navajo Na‐
tion); and
•annual participation in the 30‐Hour Fam‐
ine to raise money for World Vision.

St. James by‐the‐Sea Parish Profile 2015| 5

How we learn
Our members seek not only the inspiration of intellectually challenging sermons that make us
think, but also opportunities to learn more about our traditions, the present, and our futures as
Christians.
•Parishioners maintain a weekly Lay Bible Study Group.
•Sunday‐morning Adult Forums feature our clergy and guest speakers addressing local, church,
and international issues, such as the teachings of St. Paul, the legacy of St. Francis, or the fate
of contemporary Coptic Christians in Egypt.
•Wednesday‐night Speaker Series during Advent and Lent bring guests on topics of interest,
such as the Ecumenical Movement.
•The Lunch Bunch and Women’s Dinner Group sponsor talks by local experts on the arts, histo‐
ry, and current events.
•The Church in the World Series presents guest speakers on global events (such as the recent
talk entitled “Nixon in China: The Visit that Changed the World”).

How we serve
Our members are very active in the parish, diocese, and larger community.
Addressing our parishioners’ and neighbors’
needs through pastoral and physical health
ministries, our clergy maintain a busy
schedule of hospital and nursing home vis‐
its. We also address these needs through:
•Daughters of the King (offering prayers for
those in need);
•Lay Eucharistic Visitors (bringing the Eu‐
charist and fellowship to home‐bound pa‐
rishioners);
•Loaves and Fishes (providing bag lunches
to the homeless and meals to those re‐
covering from surgery);
•Petal Pushers (bringing flowers and friend‐
ship to home‐bound parishioners); and
•Health Ministries Outreach Committee (fi‐
nancially supporting emergency medical
needs of parishioners and neighbors).
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Other ministries to our community include:
•The White Elephant Sale Ministry is our largest and raises the majority of funds for outreach
at St. James. Conducted by the Women of St. James for over eight decades and regularly in‐
volving over one hundred parishioners and neighbors, this Ministry also runs the St. Nicholas
Art Show and Christmas Bazaar. The proceeds are distributed between the parish, including
the rector’s programs, and outside projects, including local, national, and international chari‐
ties.

•The Knitting Ministry provides warm clothing to mariners.
The parish engages in partnerships around the year and on a seasonal basis with the following
groups:
•St. Mark’s Pantry (year‐round collecting food for residents of City Heights);
•Shoe Tree (annually collecting money to buy new shoes for the homeless at the diocesan
Maundy Thursday service);
•Dorcas House Winter Coat Drive (annually collecting money to buy new coats for residents of
the Tijuana foster home);
•Winter Diocesan Diaper Drive (annually collecting disposable diapers for distribution by the
diocesan Episcopal Community Services); and
•Interfaith Shelter Network (annually providing volunteers and food to maintain the two‐week
homeless shelter at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church).
Within the parish, volunteers staff the Vestry and its committees (such as Finance or Buildings
and Grounds), Lay Readers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Acolytes, Ushers, Altar Guild, Flower
Guild, Church and the World Committee, and Visual Arts Committee. At the diocesan level, our
members serve as diocesan chancellor and members of various boards.
Music is an important part of our engagement with and outreach to the San Diego community.
For us this is a way to share the inspiration that we receive and to offer St. James as a home for
at least this part of the spiritual journeys of our neighbors. The St. James Music Series each year
brings to the community four major international choral and instrumental performers. The
church is also home to the San Diego Early Music Society, Bach Collegium San Diego, and La Jol‐
la Music Society Summerfest.
We also open our church each year to the Open Doors La Jolla celebration, with parishioners
volunteering as docents to guide tours of our beautiful church.
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A little more about us
Our life together
We enjoy the company of our fellow parish‐
ioners and so maintain a busy schedule of
social events within the church. The Café
after each service on Sunday is a time for
parishioners to gather for coffee and scones
on the patio outside the church (or on rare
occasions indoors) and catch up on the
comings and goings of one another. The
Lunch Bunch organizes regular meetings.
Seasonal events such as the Christmas‐
season dinner, Shrove Tuesday dinner, or
Homecoming Sunday barbeque are occa‐
sions to celebrate with one another. Still, a
recent survey of our parishioners character‐
ized us as a community longing “for a higher
level of vitality than [we] are currently ex‐
periencing.”

Our staff
Until recently, our clergy included a Rector, Sr. Associate Rector, and Assistant Priest for Pasto‐
ral Care. Lay staff members included an Assistant to the Rector (or parish administrator), a Di‐
rector of Operations, a Director of Music Ministries, an Associate Organist, a Director of Youth
Ministries, and a Director of Children’s Ministries. Many fiscal, communications, and facility‐
maintenance operations are outsourced.
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Our facilities and resources
Attached to the main church building are
the three‐story parish office (Glazebrook
Hall) and two‐story community meeting
space (including the Van Schaick room). The
upper floor of these two buildings provides
space for the Sunday nursery, Sunday
School, and youth program. The main
church building also includes meeting spac‐
es (the Library) which are in the process of
being repurposed. Both the Van Schaick
room and Library have kitchens.
The Parish owns a rectory in La Jolla. The Parish also owns a large building across the street (St.
James Hall), currently on a multi‐year lease to a catering company as a kitchen and events
space.
In 2014 our operating budget of $1,025,126 was funded 51 per cent from pledge income, 17
per cent from rent; 16 per cent from endowment; and 8 per cent from other sources; this re‐
sulted in a loss of $78,780.

Our neighborhood
The village of La Jolla, promoted as “the jewel” by its boosters, truly is a special place that re‐
minds us daily of God’s many blessings and our commitment to use these as Christ instructs us.
Although formally part of the city of San Diego, the Village, which ranges along the Pacific
Ocean, is separated by the imposing Mount Soledad. The Village has a population not much
over thirty thousand. The temperate year‐round climate and plentiful palm trees make La Jolla
paradise; the cost of living (the average price for a standardized four‐bedroom home is over
two million dollars) makes it a little less so. La Jolla is a resort and tourist destination, but also
simply home.
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We hope that our next rector will be . . .
•a spiritual leader who will help us learn to love God, one another, and our neighbors still more
fully;
•an inspiring preacher who challenges us in our spiritual journeys with sermons that speak to
both our hearts and our minds;
•a gifted liturgist who will maintain the vitality of the rich, dignified worship of our traditions
and explore opportunities to offer new service forms;
•a charismatic leader who articulates a clear vision and generates enthusiasm;
•a patient, but firm, diplomat who knows how to get strong‐willed people to work together;
•an able administrator who oversees business operations of the parish, delegating when nec‐
essary, but holding accountable all who are entrusted with parish responsibilities;
•a parish priest who will make a long‐term commitment, seeing St. James by‐the‐Sea, not as a
step to something else, but as a home; and
•an energetic, outgoing, kind, caring, and loving friend with the patience of a saint, but with a
spiritual suit of armor and strong will ready in case we are not able to be our usual saintly
selves.

Welcome

to St. James by-the-Sea
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