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Online Church

Watch for announcements
and Links in Weekly e-mail,
Facebook, Community
Blog, and Website Home
Page: sjbts.org

SUNDAYS
Worship on the Blog
Children’s Ministries

on Facebook

NOONDAY PRAYER
Wednesdays, 12 noon
via Zoom Meeting

COMPLINE
At announced times

ADULT EDUCATION
Videos and Zoom Meetings
as announced

WEEKDAYS FOR KIDS
on Facebook and the Blog
Contact gabrielle@sjbts.org

YOUTH MEETINGS
Zoom Meetings
Contact katelyn@sjbts.org

WEEKLY MUSIC
PLAYLIST
Selected by Alex Benestelli
on the Blog

MONTHLY REQUIEM
via Zoom Meeting

CONVERSATION AND
FELLOWSHIP

Join the Facebook Group

Contact news@sjbts.org

Troubles Bring
Opportunity for Joy

by The Rev'd Dr. Mark Hargreaves, Rector

b Dear brothers and
of any kind come your way, consider i

an opportunity for
(James 1:2 New Living Translatipn)
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I have just returned from a wonderful time away in England. When

going through the scores of emails that accumulated during my
absence, | was delighted to find this story from the Daughters of the
King:

“In Las Vegas for a family wedding, we were fascinated by the roll-
er coaster that was part of the New York-New York Hotel. My sister and
| asked our mother if she would mind sitting with our purses while we
rode. The look on her face surprised us, so | asked, “Mom do you want
to go with us?” To our amazement she exclaimed, “SURE” Mom was
fine with the roll bar clanking into place in our laps, but her puzzled
expression showed she didn’t understand the point of the shoulder
harnesses.

| asked, “Mom, did you know this thing goes upside down?”

Eyes wide, she protested, “what!” And we were off! Julie and |
loved it, but Mom’s mouth was tightly pursed, and her eyes were nar-
rowed as she kept her gaze locked on her feet. She was not having a
good time. In fact, she was downright miserable and not enjoying the
thrill of the ride.

The three of us were experiencing the exact same event, but our
responses were worlds apart. The difference was our attitudes. Isn't
that like life? Sometimes we find ourselves locked into a roller coaster
that is upside down and do not like being upside down. It is terrifying
and we have no control. We were expecting something lovely and
smooth, but that is not what we encountered. Near the end of the ride
a camera snapped a picture of us. Mom was absolutely not interested
in buying it, but we did anyway. And the picture, now an heirloom,
since Mom is gone, is a priceless illustration of the differences attitudes
make.”

(continued on page 2)
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| wanted to share that story as it speaks to Church life, like all areas of life, has been turned
something that | learned on our holiday. We upside down. When the pandemic first hit, I, like so
enjoyed some good rest and relaxation whilst many others, thought that it wouldn’t last that long
away, and | realized as | started to unwind just how and soon we'd be back to normal. | got used to
stressful the last few months have been. surviving on a day to day basis.

I've returned to find that the
pandemic is still with us, but my
attitude has changed. I've realized
that things are going to be
different for some time yet. It's not
a question of just hanging in there
for a few weeks till things get back
to normal. I've realized that we
need to get used to living like this
for the foreseeable future.

We can’t be passive hoping that
things will be different next week,
because they won't be. | want to
plan and make the best of the
situation we are in. | want us to find
joy in what we can do, rather than
be frustrated by what we can’t do.

| want to take up the invitation

which St. James sets out in the
verse quoted at the top of this
piece. Trouble has indeed come
our way, but with it has come
opportunities. | want to set aside
the fear that trouble inevitably
brings and look instead for joy.
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