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Happy New Year! And happy Feast of the Holy 
Name, which we celebrate today. Naming is 
important in the Bible and in both Jewish and 
Christian tradition. All of us who have had children 
know what a challenge it can be to pick out a 
name.  It was important to me that my children all 
have the word or concept of grace somewhere in 
their name – because to me, grace is the most 
important and thrilling aspect of our life in God – 
who bestows such radical grace upon us.  So, my 
firstborn, Charlotte – her name has its roots in the 
Greek word “charis” which means grace. My 
second born, Graysen – now age 9, has the word or 
sounds of “grace” right there in his first name. And 
my third born, Abrienne-age 7, has a French middle 
name “Anais” which comes from the Hebrew of 
Hannah or Anna which means grace or gracious.  
What about your name?  

And what about Jesus’ name? Why are we 
celebrating this Feast of the Holy Name today? 
Well, as our Gospel story recounts, Mary and 
Joseph were faithful and devout people of Jewish 
faith who brought their son to the Temple eight 
days after his birth, as required by Jewish law, to 
have him circumcised and named.  And in this 
important ceremony, still celebrated by Jewish 
people around the world, a bris, the significance is 
clear: the baby is blessed and is welcomed into the 
holy Covenant between God and God’s people 
through the rite of circumcision and naming, which 
is similar and connected in many ways to the 
Church’s practice of baptism. In fact, traditionally 
one would take a name or baptismal name at 
baptism-often with religious significance attached 
to it. But in this case, of course, a name had already 
been picked out for Jesus and announced by the 
angel Gabriel before he was even conceived.  
Mary’s son was to be named “Jesus” and Jesus’ 
name simply means “God saves.”  In the Hebrew 
and Aramaic version of the name it is “Yeshua” or 
“Joshua” and brings to mind that God’s saves us – 
God’s salvation.   

In ancient Israel and throughout Scripture we read 
about the importance of names. Think for a 
moment about Scripture passages when God 

reveals God’s name to Abraham in Genesis. Recall 
that God’s name is revealed in the form of the 
mysterious and profound way called the 
tetragrammaton: YHWH -which is not pronounced 
directly, but comes from the Hebrew verb “to be” -
often translated as “I am” or “I am that I am.” 
Because Hebrew does not have a past, present, 
and future tense, it can also be translated as “I 
was” and “I will be”-all of them.  God was and God 
is, and God is to come- God is with you and present 
in all times and in all places-in your past in your 
present in your future- God IS with you right here 
and now and forever and ever. It’s powerful stuff.  
This name for God corresponds well with 
theologian Paul Tillich’s description of God as the 
“ground of all being.”   God IS –God is the great I 
AM and precedes and is at the foundation of being 
itself.    

But in Scripture we see many names for God …like 
“El Shaddai” which means God Almighty and 
“Adonai” which means Lord.  Or as we read today 
in Galatians Jesus referring to God as “Abba” which 
is Aramaic for “daddy” or father.  Two days before 
Christmas my brother and I took my kids and their 
cousins to Camp Christmas at Pine Valley and as 
you exit the campground at night, they have lit up 
signs of dozens of names for God and it was quite 
moving to contemplate the meaning of each one. 
Each name gives a new insight into God and God’s 
character and purpose.  

Listen to a few of the Scriptural names for God and 
just let them sink in for a moment.  Perhaps one of 
the names will cause you to connect to God a new 
way. Scripture refers to God as:  

The Alpha and the Omega 
The Ancient of Days 
Creator 
God Most High   
Provider (Jehovah) 
The Lord of Righteousness 
Everlasting God 
The God of Peace 
The Lord my Shepherd  
Wonderful Counselor (some scholars say that 
“wonderful” is also a proper name for God!)  
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Have you ever tried calling just “Wonderful?” 
 
Or how about these Scriptural names for Jesus:  
  
Advocate  
Bread of Life  
Chief Cornerstone 
Emmanuel (God with us)  
The Good Shepherd  
Great High Priest  
Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
Lily of the Valley and Rose of Sharon 
Light of the World  
Prince of Peace 
Son of God  
Son of Man  
The True Vine  
The Word made Flesh 
 

Yes, names are important. And the Scriptures tell 
us that God calls each of us by name. In Jesus, we 
have been adopted as children of God and we bear 
God’s name to the world.  

As we begin a new year, we are invited to take 
stock of our lives, and look at ourselves in a new 
way, to perhaps do some things differently, or 
maybe to make some new year resolutions. We can 
ask: Are we living up to the name we have been 
given? I always enjoy, for funeral homilies, to take 
a look at a person’s name and see the ways in 
which their lives reflect the meaning or origin 
behind their name – sometimes it is really uncanny 
and beautiful.  And then we might ask - what about 
God’s resolutions for us this year? We can 
prayerfully ask God to reveal in our hearts God’s 
purposes for us as we contemplate the new year, 
which gives us a new beginning.  

The author of the Cloud of Unknowing wrote, 
“God, in his mercy, does not see us as we are, nor 
as we were, rather, God sees us as we wish to be.”  
Isn’t that a beautiful thought? Who do you wish to 
be? What do you want to be called and known as?   
In this new year, ask God to be revealed to you in 
new ways – and to reveal your purpose in new 
ways – so that God’s Name may be praised. Amen. 


